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REPORT 

of  the  work  of  the 

Communist  Party 

since  the  13th  Congress 

The  keynote  of  the  Thirteenth  Congress  was  the  need  for 
working-class  unity.  No  Party  Congress  has  ever  exercised  such 
a  profound  influence  on  the  membership  or  achieved  such  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  response.  The  lead  given  at  Manchester  has  been  eagerly 
followed  up  and  developed  in  accordance  with  the  political  situation, 
so  that  every  serious  worker  in  the  Labour  Movement  recognises  in 
the  Communist  Party  the  champion  of  working-class  unity  and 
Socialism. 

Our  Thirteenth  Congress  ended  on  February  5,  1935,  at  the 
moment  when  great  united  demonstrations  were  sweeping  through 
the  country  against  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  Regula¬ 
tions,  so  that  we  seemed  to  break  up  in  the  atmosphere  of  militant 
class  struggle  and  unity.  The  Communist  Party  has  determined  to 
go  forward  in  this  spirit  since  that  time. 

The  results  are  clearly  illustrated  by  recent  developments  in 
the  Communist  Party. 

The  membership  has  doubled. 

The  circulation  of  its  glorious 
has  doubled. 

The  sales  of  its  literature  and  pamphlets  are  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  the  Labour  Movement. 

The  financial  response  to  all  Party  appeals  is  the  envy  of  every 
other  workers’  organisation  in  the  country. 

Its  mass  influence  has  so  greatly  increased  that  our  most  bitter 
opponents  are  compelled  to  recognise  the  Communist  Party  as  a 
political  factor  to  be  reckoned  with  in  every  situation  that  arises. 

THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  THE  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENT 

The  Thirteenth  Party  Congress  in  its  principal  resolution 
declared : 

The  Communist  Party  stands  for  the  defeat  of  the  National 
Government,  and  pledges  itself  to  exert  all  its  power  and  influence  to 
mobilise  and  unite  the  working  class  in  the  daily  fight  to  bring  down 
the  National  Government.  .  .  .  The  return  of  a  Labour  Govern¬ 

ment  can  become  a  powerful  impetus  and  strengthening  of  the  fighting 
spirit  and  class-consciousness  of  the  workers  for  winning  their  demands, 
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and  a  starting  point  of  advancing  class  struggle  against  the  class- 
collaboration  policy  of  the  Labour  leadership  in  the  united  front  with 
Labour  Party  organisations  and  trade  unions  for  revolutionary  working- 
class  advance  against  the  whole  capitalist  system.” 

The  realisation  of  this  aim  has  formed  the  mainspring  in  the 
Party’s  work  in  every  phase  of  political  struggle  and  acdvity. 

We  have  consistently  led  the  fight  against  the  National  Govern¬ 
ment  and  taken  every  opportunity  for  developing  mass  opposition 
particularly  on  the  following  vital  issues:  the  Means  Test; 
Depressed  Areas;  the  Sedition  Act;  Rearmament;  Abyssinia;  Spain; 
the  so-called  “  New  Constitution  ”  for  India;  and  the  whole  of  its 
disastrous  home  and  foreign  policy. 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  WORKING  CLASS  UNITY 

The  decisions  taken  at  the  Thirteenth  Congress  clearly  proved 
that  the  Party’s  drive  towards  working-class  unity  would  be  rapidly 
extended.  New  experiences  had  been  gained  in  connection  with 
the  fight  against  the  National  Government’s  reactionary  policy  at 
home  and  abroad. 

After  the  General  Election  of  1935  it  became  clear  that  the 
next  step  in  the  fight  for  unity  must  be  the  demand  for  affiliation 
of  the  Communist  Party  to  the  Labour  Party.  This  was  strongly 
supported  throughout  the  Party.  In  our  application  to  the  Labour 
Party  we  emphasised  this  point,  and  we  refer  to  it  now,  because  it 
so  clearly  expresses  our  attitude  in  every  action  that  we  undertake: 

“  The  Communist  Party  and  its  membership  is  prepared  to  work 
honesdy  and  sincerely  for  the  strengthening  of  the  working-class 
movement  and  the  winning  of  a  majority  of  working-class  repre¬ 
sentatives  on  all  local  bodies  and  in  Parliament.  It  is  prepared  to  do 
this,  not  as  a  manoeuvre  or  for  any  concealed  aims,  but  because  it 
believes  that  this  would  unite  the  working  class  and  make  it  better 
able  to  face  the  immediate  fight  against  the  National  Government, 
against  Fascism  and  imperialist  war. 

“We  therefore  apply  for  affiliation  nationally  and  locally  to  the 
Labour  Party,  and  sincerely  trust  that  in  the  interests  of  the  whole 
working  class  our  application  will  be  accepted.” 

This  issue  at  once  aroused  tremendous  interest  in  the  Labour 
Movement.  There  was  scarcely  a  trade  union  or  a  Labour  Party 
branch  that  did  not  discuss  the  issue  we  had  raised.  A  volume  of 
support  speedily  gathered  round  the  campaign.  Many  important 
national  Trade  Union  conferences  supported  our  application.  No 
less  than  1,400  Trade  Union,  Labour  Party  and  Co-operative 
branches  supported  our  application.  100,000  workers  signed  a 
Petition  in  favour  of  our  policy.  The  Party  issued  pamphlets  and 
leaflets  explaining  this  policy  and  replying  to  the  attacks  of  Trans- 
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port  House.  The  Edinburgh  Labour  Party  Conference  rejected 
our  application,  but  we  won  592,000  votes.  The  important  point 
to  remember  is  this — the  success  of  the  campaign  for  affiliation 
undoubtedly  impressed  itself  upon  the  minds  of  many  sections  of 
the  Labour  Movement  and  afforded  a  real  basis  for  the  Unity  Cam¬ 
paign  now  being  conducted. 

THE  UNITY  CAMPAIGN 

Immediately  the  Edinburgh  Conference  of  the  Labour  Party 
terminated,  the  National  Conference  of  the  Communist  Party 
opened  at  Sheffield.  The  Conference  placed  on  record  its  readiness 
to  work  alongside  all  working-class  organisations  for  unity.  When, 
later,  we  received  an  invitation  to  take  part  in  conversations  with 
the  Socialist  League  and  the  I.L.P.  to  see  what  possibilities  existed 
for  a  unity  campaign  we  readily  responded.  The  Party  prepared 
a  statement  of  its  position  and  made  proposals  as  to  the  best  method 
of  conducting  the  campaign.  Naturally,  we  had  to  find  a  basis  of 
common  agreement  and  in  the  course  of  discussion  this  was  reached. 

The  Unity  Campaign  which  opened  at  Manchester  on  January 
24  has  been  an  undoubted  success.  The  most  important  industrial 
centres  have  been  covered  by  a  series  of  mass  demonstrations  that 
have  attracted  the  best  people  in  the  Labour  Movement.  The  size 
of  the  audiences,  their  political  composition,  the  enthusiasm  and 
financial  response,  have  resulted  in  a  new  impetus  being  given  to 
the  fight  for  working-class  unity. 

At  the  time  this  Report  goes  to  press,  34,721  workers  have 
signed  the  Unity  Pledge  Form,  and  ^1,630  has  been  collected  at 
meetings.  The  South  Wales  Miners  Federation,  Shop  Assistants, 
Distributive  Workers  and  A.S.L.E.  &  F.  have  all  endorsed  the 
Unity  Campaign.  Scores  of  local  Labour  Party  and  Trade  Union 
branches  have  also  given  it  their  backing. 

The  main  weakness  of  the  Unity  Campaign  has  been  that  it  has 
been  confined  largely  to  general  propaganda  for  unity  and  not 
related  to  direct  issues  and  taking  full  part  in  all  the  daily  struggles 
of  the  workers.  The  Communist  Party  representatives  on  the 
National  Unity  Committee  have  consistently  advanced  proposals 
that  the  Unity  Campaign  should  actively  participate  in  all  the 
industrial  movements  of  the  workers  and  every  election  that  takes, 
place,  so  that  unity  in  practice  can  be  developed  in  the  immediate 
fight  against  the  employers  and  National  Government. 

THE  GENERAL  ELECTION  OF  1935 

The  Communist  Party  only  put  forward  two  candidates  in  the 
General  Election.  William  Gallacher  in  West  Fife  received 
13,462  votes  and  was  successfully  returned  as  the  Communist 
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Member  of  Parliament.  Harry  Pollitt  contested  Rhondda  East,  and 
received  13,655  votes. 

In  every  other  constituency  the  Party  actively  supported  the 

Labour  Party  candidates.  It  was  clearly  shown  that  in  every  case 
where  this  was  done  that  the  Labour  candidate  was  either  success¬ 
ful  or  their  vote  considerably  increased.  Once  again  experience 
proved  that  Communist  activity  does  not  lose  votes.  It  wins  them 
for  unity  and  struggle. 

We  place  on  record  the  appreciation  of  the  whole  Party  for  the 
work  Comrade  Gallacher  has  carried  out.  On  every  occasion  he 
has  acted  in  consultation  with  the  Party  leadership,  and  has  carried 
out  every  suggestion  and  proposal  that  has  been  made. 

Comrade  Gallacher ’s  speeches  on  the  Budget  in  1936,  and  his 
merciless  exposure  of  the  real  facts  that  lay  behind  the  J.  H.  Thomas 
scandal;  on  every  issue  affecting  the  miners,  the  unemployed,  the 
problems  of  the  Depressed  Areas;  on  Rearmament;  on  behalf  of 
the  cause  of  the  Spanish  people;  his  exposure  of  the  real  causes  of 
the  crisis  in  Palestine  and  India — are  examples  of  revolutionary 
parliamentary  activity  that  have  struck  a  new  note  inside  the  House 
of  Commons. 

They  have  had  their  effect,  too,  on  many  members  of  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party.  The  workers  at  home  and  in  all 
parts  of  the  British  Empire  know  that  they  have  in  our  Communist 
M.P.  a  fighting  champion,  who  utilises  every  opportunity  for  *he 
advancement  of  their  interests. 


ABYSSINIA 

The  policy  of  the  Party  was  to  give  full  support  to  the  people 
of  Abyssinia,  to  organise  the  working  class  to  prevent  any  transport 
of  materials  or  troops  to  Abyssinia,  to  bring  into  immediate  action 
the  power  of  the  League  of  Nations,  and  in  addition  to  demand  the 
closing  of  the  Suez  Canal.  We  sought  to  bring  about  direct  workers’ 
action  and  by  mass  pressure  on  the  National  Government  we 
attempted  to  force  it  to  operate  the  Covenant  to  which  it  had  pre¬ 
viously  paid  lip  service.  The  Party  took  part  in  all  meetings,  its 
pamphlets  and  leaflets  were  widely  circulated.  The  Party  issued 
a  Proclamation  on  the  Abyssinian  situation  which  was  displayed  on 
the  public  hoardings  throughout  the  country,  and  this  attracted 
widespread  attention.  The  experiences  gained  in  the  course  of  this 
campaign  considerably  helped  the  Party  in  its  discussions  on  the 
new  problem  regarding  the  war  menace  that  Fascist  aggression 
was  bringing  forward. 

The  policy  of  the  Communist  Party  throughout  the  whole 
Abyssinian  situation  not  only  won  increasing  support,  but  very  con¬ 
siderably  helped  to  clarify  both  the  Labour  and  Peace  Movements. 


Its  systematic  exposure  of  the  policy  of  the  National  Government 
contributed  towards  developing  mass  public  opinion  and  was  so 
far  successful  that  when  the  Hoare-Laval  proposals  became  known, 
a  political  storm  shook  the  National  Government  to  its  founda¬ 
tions  and  drove  Sir  Samuel  Hoare  out  of  the  Cabinet. 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  PEACE 

The  Party  has  relentlessly  exposed  the  whole  foreign  policy  of 
the  National  Government.  It  has  revealed  it  as  the  most  powerful 
bulwark  of  the  Fascist  aggressors.  The  Government’s  shameful 
betrayal  of  the  people  of  Abyssinia  followed  logically  from  its  com¬ 
plete  support  for  the  rearming  of  Hitler  from  the  moment  this 
gangster  seized  power. 

Its  refusal  to  sign  an  Anglo-Soviet  Pact,  and  its  proposals  for 
a  Western  Regional  Pact  have  given  Hitler  his  biggest  political 
backing.  It  forced  “  Non-Intervention  ”  upon  France,  and  has 
acted  as  the  greatest  enemy  of  the  Spanish  Government  and  its 
people.  Its  rearmament  plans  are  not  based  on  collective  security 
and  the  preservation  of  peace,  but  upon  the  defence  of  the  imperialist 
conquests  of  the  British  Empire  and  the  suppression  of  the  workers 
at  home  as  well  as  in  the  colonial  countries. 

The  Communist  Party  has  taken  every  opportunity  to  work 
alongside  all  those  who  desire  to  preserve  peace.  It  has  recognised 
that  only  in  this  way  can  the  cause  of  peace  gain  the  support  of  all 
those  who  have  no  interest  in  war.  In  its  Peace  Library  the  Party 
has  endeavoured  to  tackle  the  whole  series  of  new  problems  that 
have  arisen  in  the  international  situation  since  the  rise  of  Fascism. 
A  Marxist  approach  was  necessary  instead  of  mere  revolutionary 
phraseology  or  pacifism,  both  of  which  can  so  easily  play  into  the 
hands  of  the  war-mongers. 

For  this  reason,  the  Party  has  encouraged  its  members  to  work 
inside  the  various  Peace  Councils,  and  League  of  Nations  Branches, 
as  well  as  bringing  forward  its  policy  inside  the  working-class 
organisations.  The  result  of  all  this  work  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
change  that  is  taking  place  inside  the  Peace  Movement,  formerly 
the  sole  preserve  of  pacifists  whose  desire  for  peace  can  so  easily 
be  utilised  in  the  wrong  direction  by  a  skilful  ruling  class. 

THE  ARMS  COMMISSION 

Immediately  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  to  enquire 
into  the  Private  Manufacture  and  Trade  in  Arms  was  announced, 
the  Communist  Party  intimated  its  desire  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Commission. 

Tremendous  interest  was  aroused  in  the  Party’s  graphic 
exposure  of  the  Armaments  Industry  and  its  connections  with  the 
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Banks,  Press,  Government,  Judiciary  as  well  as  its  various  corrupt 
practices.  The  fact  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  had 
himself  some  time  previously  had  a  certain  financial  interest  in  a 
great  firm  closely  allied  to  the  Armament  Industry  created  a  sensa¬ 
tion  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Party  followed  every  stage  of  the  Commission’s  work  and 
constantly  addressed  letters  to  it,  pointing  out  the  deliberate  evasions 
of  the  basic  questions  in  the  evidence  of  representatives  of  the  Arms 
Firms. 

The  following  points  represented  the  gist  of  the  practical 
proposals  which  the  Party  placed  before  the  Royal  Commission  : 

(1)  Prohibition  of  the  private  manufacture  and  sale  of  armaments  and 
munitions. 

(2)  Full  publicity  of  all  State  construction  of  armaments  and  munitions. 

(3)  Abolition  of  the  export  licensing  system  and  complete  ban  on  the 
export  of  all  armaments  and  munitions. 

(4)  Heavy  penalties  for  any  default  on  the  above  provisions,  and  the 
establishment  of  elected  workers’  control  committees  in  the  arma¬ 
ments  factories  and  a  central  workers’  control  commission,  elected 
from  the  working-class  organisations,  and  with  full  powers  of 
inspection  and  calling  for  documents,  to  check  execution  of  these 
provisions  and  issue  periodical  reports. 

The  Memorandum  and  Evidence  submitted  by  Comrade  Pollitt 
were  published  as  pamphlets  called  “  A  Hell  of  a  Business  ”  and 
“  Dynamite  in  the  Dock,”  and  they  both  had  great  sales  throughout 
the  country. 

THE  LEEDS  PEACE  CONGRESS 

At  the  National  Peace  Congress  at  Leeds,  the  Party  issued  a 
statement  on  the  existing  grave  menaces  of  war,  and  this  became  the 
subject  of  wide  discussion  throughout  the  Peace  Movement  and 
working-class  organisations. 

The  main  points  dealt  with  were  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  The  Danger  of  War. 

(2)  Who  Threatens  Peace? 

(3)  Who  Defends  Peace? 

(4)  International  Policy  of  Peace. 

(5)  Home  Policy  Against  War. 

(6)  Programme  of  Action. 

(7)  War  is  Not  Inevitable. 

The  following  proposals  placed  before  the  Leeds  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  were  suggested  as  the  basis  upon  which  an  effective  united 
Peace  Movement  could  be  developed  in  Britain  :  — 

(1)  Collective  security  through  the  League  of  Nations  and  pacts  of 
mutual  assistance  against  an  aggressor. 
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(2)  The  entry  of  Britain  into  such  a  pact  with  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  European  States. 

(3)  The  sanctity  of  treaties. 

(4)  A  general  and  progressive  reduction  in  armaments. 

(5)  The  nationalisation  of  the  armaments  industry. 

(6)  Prohibition  of  the  export  of  armaments. 

(7)  Opposition  to  the  rearmament  plan. 

(8)  Opposition  to  Fascist  propaganda  and  to  any  help  to  Fascist 
Governments. 

(9)  Political  liberty  and  democracy  for  the  armed  forces. 

(10)  Full  support  to  all  the  colonial  peoples  in  their  struggle  for  their 
rights  and  for  their  liberation  from  imperialism. 

THE  BRUSSELS  PEACE  CONGRESS 

The  Party  took  a  leading  part  in  securing  the  organising  of  a 
large  British  delegation  to  the  Brussels  Congress  which  was  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  International  Peace  Campaign.  It  did  so 
because  it  was  anxious  to  play  its  part  in  the  mobilisation  of  all  the 
peace-loving  forces  of  the  world.  For  the  same  reason  it  supports 
the  work  of  the  British  section  of  the  I.P.C.  so  that  while  we  popu¬ 
larise  our  own  proposals  to  prevent  war  breaking  out,  we  show  our 
desire  to  work  alongside  all  those  whose  aim  is  the  preservation  of 
peace,  however  much  they  may  differ  from  us  in  their  political 
oudook. 

THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  MOSLEY’S  BLACKSHIRTS 

We  recognise  the  reactionary  policy  of  the  National  Govern¬ 
ment  is  the  chief  means  through  which  the  workers’  rights  and 
liberties  are  steadily  being  curtailed,  but  the  Communist  Party  has 
also  understood  the  importance  of  a  relentless  struggle  against  the 
open  Fascist  organisation  of  Sir  Oswald  Mosley.  On  every  occasion 
the  Party  has  put  forward  its  proposals  to  the  Labour  Movement  in 
an  attempt  to  win  united  action  against  the  Blackshirts’  activities. 

When  Mosley  and  his  thugs  announced  their  intention  of 
marching  through  East  London  on  October  4th,  1936,  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  issued  the  slogan  “  Mosley  Shall  Not  Pass.”  In  vain 
did  we  appeal  to  the  official  leaders  to  join  with  us  in  organising 
united  action  against  this  provocative  action  of  the  Blackshirts.  Our 
slogan  was  fulfilled,  and  the  whole  working-class  movement  felt 
that  a  great  victory  had  been  achieved  when  Mosley,  like  a  whipped 
cur,  was  forced  to  abandon  his  march  and  slink  back  to  the  West 
End  of  London  under  police  protection. 

If  the  results  of  this  mighty  demonstration  of  London’s  workers 
against  Fascism  had  been  followed  up  by  the  London  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  as  a  whole,  Mosley  would  never  again  have  dared  to  come 
down  to  the  East  End.  The  fact  that  later  he  was  able  to  take  part 
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in  the  L.C.C.  election  and  run  candidates  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Labour  leaders. 

SPAIN 

The  Communist  Party  campaign  in  support  of  the  Spanish 
Government  constitutes  not  only  the  proudest  pages  in  our  Party 
history,  but  has  saved  the  honour  of  the  British  Labour  Movement. 
No  sacrifice  has  been  too  great  for  our  Party  members,  whether  on 
the  battlefields  of  Spain  or  in  time,  energy  and  money  at  home. 

The  Party  and  the  “  Daily  Worker  ”  from  July  18,  1936,  down 
to  the  present  moment,  has  given  its  main  attention  to  Spain, 
believing  that  in  doing  so  it  has  helped  to  save  the  peace  of  Europe 
and  the  democratic  rights  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  Party  has  sold  320,000  of  four  pamphlets  dealing  with 
various  aspects  of  the  Spanish  situation  and  has  distributed  6} 4 
million  leaflets.  It  has  organised  thousands  of  meetings  and  demon¬ 
strations.  It  has  led  repeated  mass  protests  before  the  Italian  and 
German  Embassies,  and  to  10,  Downing  Street  and  Transport 
House.  To  the  Spanish  Fund  directed  by  Comrade  Pollitt,  no  less  a 
sum  than  £ 16,000  has  been  sent  by  the  people  of  Britain  and  we 
can  record,  further,  that  over  £ 2,000  has  gone  to  the  National 
Council  of  Labour’s  Spanish  Fund  from  Communist  Party 
Branches,  Districts  and  Central  Committee.  The  Party  has  sent  to 
the  British  Battalion  of  the  International  Brigade  seven  ambulances, 
medical  instruments;  a  field  kitchen;  tons  of  foodstuffs;  medical 
supplies;  500,000  cigarettes;  newspapers;  books;  wireless  sets; 
gramophones  and  other  recreation  facilities  for  the  comrades  while 
they  are  in  training  or  on  leave;  and  in  addition  it  has  helped  the 
dependents  of  those  fighting  in  Spain. 

The  Party  took  the  initiative  in  organising  the  British  Battalion 
of  the  International  Brigade — this  Battalion  whose  name  and  deeds 
will  never  be  forgotten.  Four  hundred  members  of  the  Communist 
Party  joined  the  British  Battalion.  Five  District  Organisers  in  the 
Party  were  released  to  go  to  Spain.  The  very  flower  of  the  Party 
has  fought  and  still  fights  in  the  British  Battalion. 

Our  campaign  has  also  stimulated  the  formation  of  Spanish 
Aid  Committees  all  over  the  country,  whose  splendid  work  has 
done  so  much  to  wipe  out  the  shame  of  the  Labour  leaders’  own 
inactivity.  It  has  enabled  a  steady  stream  of  medical  supplies, 
ambulances,  food,  clothing,  comforts  for  children,  and  members  of 
the  British  Battalion  of  the  International  Brigade  to  go  out  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

The  Party  has  also  been  able  to  assist  in  the  obtaining  of  many 
forms  of  vital  military  supplies  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Spanish  people. 

It  is,  perhaps,  invidious  in  view  of  the  magnificent  work  of 
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the  British  Battalion  as  a  whole  to  single  out  any  individual  comrade 
for  special  mention. 

But  we  believe  we  are  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  Battalion 
itself  in  paying  tribute  to  the  work  of  Comrade  Jock  Cunningham. 
This  comrade  has  revealed  on  the  field  of  battle  those  supreme 
qualities  that  are  the  distinguishing  marks  of  a  great  revolutionary 
leader.  Comrade  Cunningham  has  apdy  been  described  as  the 
British  “  Chapeyev.”  We  are  proud  that  such  a  comrade  is  a 
member  of  our  Party.  We  are  equally  proud  that  when  a  Fascist 
bullet  struck  Comrade  Cunningham,  his  place  was  taken  by  that 
other  valiant  fighter  of  Invergordon  fame,  Comrade  Fred  Copeman. 

We  also  desire  to  pay  our  tribute  to  the  heroism  of  the  relatives 
of  the  comrades  of  the  British  Battalion.  Theirs  has  been  the 
hardest  lot  of  all.  They  were  even  denied  the  consolation  of  letters 
and  when  those  they  loved  best  in  the  world  were  killed,  wounded, 
missing  or  captured,  it  was  a  heartbreaking  task  to  pass  on  the  news. 

In  every  case  the  bereaved  have  behaved  in  a  truly  heroic  manner, 
akin  to  that  of  their  husbands,  sons,  sweethearts,  brothers  and 
comrades  on  the  battlefields  of  Spain.  The  letters  to  the  Party  and 
the  Daily  Worker  have  revealed  in  their  sorrow  a  pride  and 
political  understanding  that  will  make  them  for  ever  epics  of 
working-class  courage  and  fortitude. 

These  people  brand  with  everlasting  shame  those,  who,  if  thev 
would,  could  have  saved  this  sacrifice  and  suffering  in  the  cause  of 
Peace  and  Democracy. 

Elsewhere  will  be  found  the  toll  that  Fascism  has  taken  in 
Spain.  Here  we  record  with  grief  and  pride  our  appreciation  of 
all  those  comrades  of  the  British  Battalion  who  have  fallen  fighting. 
We  lower  our  Party  Banners  before  their  scattered  graves,  and  we 
swear  that  in  the  spirit  of  their  deathless  example  we  will  try  and 
prove  worthy  of  their  sublime  self-sacrifice,  devotion  and  courage, 
to  the  cause  that  will  in  our  time  yet  triumph  and  take  full  revenge 
on  the  class  enemy. 

THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  UNEMPLOYMENT 

The  Party  threw  its  whole  weight  into  the  struggle  against 
the  U.A.B.  Regulations  and  the  criminal  neglect  of  the  Depressed 
Areas. 

In  the  District  and  National  Marches  of  the  Unemployed,  the 
Party  has  done  everything  in  its  power  to  help.  It  has  relieved  * 
important  comrades  of  other  duties  so  that  leadership  and  inspira¬ 
tion  should  be  given  not  only  to  the  Marchers  but  to  the  population 
in  the  towns  through  which  the  Marchers  had  to  pass. 

The  Party  has  ceaselessly  attempted  to  bring  about  closer  re¬ 
lations  between  all  sections  of  the  unemployed,  especially  between 
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the  branches  of  the  N.U.W.M.  and  the  local  associations  of  the 
Unemployed,  in  the  belief  that  there  must  be  one  united  organisation 
attached  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
the  employed  and  unemployed.  Its  efforts,  however,  have  been 
hampered  by  sectarianism  inside  the  N.U.W.M.  which  our  own 
members  have  not  effectively  tried  to  overcome. 

The  District  organisations  of  the  Party  which  have  to  work  in 
the  Depressed  Areas  have  been  active  in  directing  public  attention 
to  concrete  plans  whereby  improvements  can  be  made  in  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  unemployed.  A  series  of  excellent  pamphlets  have 
oudined  practical  proposals  for  finding  constructive  work  that 
would  lead  to  employment,  better  wages  and  health  for  the  popula¬ 
tion  as  a  whole. 

THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
STRUGGLES 

The  senseless  accusation  that  the  Communist  Party  is  not 
interested  in  strengthening  trade  unionism  was  not  only  replied  to 
at  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Congresses  of  the  Party,  but  in  the 
most  practical  way  in  the  character  of  the  work  carried  on  inside  the 
trade  unions.  Tolpuddle  was  never  a  catch  phrase  for  Communists. 
Over  one  hundred  of  our  members  have  been  presented  with  the 
Tolpuddle  medal  for  recruiting  and  scores  of  others  are  entided  to  it 
if  they  would  only  apply.  Every  action  taken  by  the  Party  in 
factories,  trade  union  branches,  lock-outs  and  strikes  is  animated 
with  the  object  of  winning  the  workers’  demands  and  the 
strengthening  of  the  trade  union  movement. 

The  Party  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  all  campaigns  for 
improved  conditions  and  for  recruitment  to  the  trade  unions.  For 
a  year  before  the  Har worth  strike  broke  out,  our  Party  was  cam¬ 
paigning  in  the  Notts  coalfield  against  Spencerism  and  for  the 
recognition  of  the  Notts  Miners’  Association  as  the  one  trade  union 
in  this  coalfield. 

The  Communist  Party  has  been  specially  active  with  regard  to 
Safety  in  Mines.  The  Gresford  disaster  brought  this  burning  ques¬ 
tion  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  country.  We  immediately 
demanded  the  prosecution  of  the  owners  and  management. 

When  a  Commission  was  appointed  to  examine  the  question  of 
Safety  in  Mines,  the  Party  at  once  placed  its  views  and  proposals 
before  the  Commission. 

The  main  points  of  these  were  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  Hours. — Seven-hour  day  to  be  worked. 

(2)  Overtime. — Elimination  of  overtime;  sufficient  men  employed  to 
make  overtime  unnecessary. 


10 


. 


. 


(3)  Ventilation. — Installations  to  be  made  to  provide  direct  fresh-air 
current;  installation  of  apparatus  for  gas  registration. 

(4)  Securing  of  Roof  and  Sides. — Use  of  steel  arches;  special  men  to 
be  employed,  with  not  less  than  5  years’  experience  underground, 
to  withdraw  props  or  for  work  on  roof  supports. 

(5)  Firing  of  Shots,  Explosives  and  Gas  Protection. — Shot-firing  to  be 
eliminated  in  all  gassy  pits  or  sections,  etc.;  maximum  of  26  shots 
to  be  fired  by  one  shot-firer  in  one  shift;  gas  detectors  to  be 
provided. 

(6)  Electricity  and  Machinery . — Special  roads  to  be  made  for  machines 
and  conveyor  cables;  only  qualified  electricians  to  carry  out  repairs 
and  installation  of  electrical  equipment. 

(7)  Motors — Coal-cutters,  conveyors,  etc.,  only  to  be  allowed  on  con¬ 
dition  certain  types  of  safe  and  fool-proof  apparatus  only  are  used. 

(8)  Travelling  and  Haulage  Roads. — Special  roads  for  travelling. 

(9)  Abandoned  Mines  and  Water-logged  Districts. — Notice  must  be 
given  before  mine  abandoned;  stopping  to  be  built  round  area. 

(10)  Employment  of  Boys  and  Girls,  Retirement  and  Pensions. — No 
boy  employed  underground  under  16,  or  on  night  shift  under  18. 
Training  courses  for  boys  between  15  and  16  to  be  paid  for  by 
employers. 

(11)  First-Aid  and  Ambulance  Service. — Doctor  to  be  employed  in  full¬ 
time  capacity  at  one  pit.  Ambulance  wagon  to  be  attached  to 
every  pit. 

(12)  Baths  to  be  erected  and  to  be  free. 

(13)  Lighting  and  Signalling. — Employers  to  instal  electric  lights  in  all 
motor  rooms,  pump  rooms,  etc. 

(14)  National  Safety  Commission  to  be  set  up. 

(15)  Firemen  to  be  relieved  of  all  work  other  than  inspection  and 
safety;  inspections  to  be  carried  out  every  two  hours. 

(16)  Workmen’s  Inspectors. — Compulsory  at  every  colliery. 

(17)  Inspector  of  Mines  empowered  to  prosecute  employer. 

(18)  Two  winding  enginemen  employed  on  each  shift. 

(19)  All  restrictions  upon  a  checkweighman  to  be  removed. 

(20)  Nationalisation  of  mines  to  place  manager  in  category  of  public 
servant. 

The  Party  took  full  part  in  the  campaign  for  the  “  Miners’  Two 
Bob.”  In  South  Wales,  under  the  Presidency  of  Comrade  Arthur 
Horner,  the  miners  have  seen  their  Federation  grow  to  a  stronger 
position  than  it  has  occupied  since  1926. 

In  Fife,  the  Party  has  worked  to  bring  about  unity  between  the 
miners  until  this  has  been  finally  achieved.  Only  a  stupid  bureau¬ 
cracy,  by  its  action  against  leading  comrades  whose  life’s  work  in  the 
Fife  coalfield  has  been  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  the  miners,  has 
prevented  the  full  effects  of  this  unity  from  being  realised. 

In  engineering  and  shipbuilding,  on  the  railways,  in  garages 
and  cotton  mills,  in  the  new  industries,  and  on  the  docks,  the  Party 
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has  been  active  in  advancing  its  proposals  in  accordance  with  the 
specific  industry  and  trade  unions. 

Throughout  the  whole  road  passenger  transport  industry  the 
Party  has  carried  out  constant  work.  This  work  has  been  dominated 
by  two  principal  considerations :  the  safety  of  the  public,  both  in 
vehicles  and  on  the  streets,  and  adequate  wages  and  working  con¬ 
ditions  for  those  employed  in  an  occupation  demanding  incessant 
strain. 

In  the  aircraft  industry  our  members  have  done  everything  in 
their  power  to  secure  one  hundred  per  cent,  trade  unionism,  the 
election  of  shop  stewards  and  Shop  Committees,  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Aircraft  Shop  Stewards’  Council. 

The  most  noticeable  progress  in  our  work  in  the  trade  unions 
since  the  last  Party  Congress  is  to  be  seen  in  the  following  trade 
unions  :  Shop  Assistants;  National  Union  of  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers;  Amalgamated  Engineering  Union;  Brass  and  Metal 
Mechanics’  Union;  Transport  and  General  Workers’  Union; 
Builders’  Labourers’  Union;  Amalgamated  Union  of  Building 
Trade  Workers;  Associated  Society  of  Locomotive  Engine  Drivers 
and  Firemen;  Weavers. 

In  all  these  trade  unions  there  has  been  a  big  increase  in  the 
number  of  official  positions  that  have  been  won  by  our  members 
due  to  their  untiring  work  in  factory  and  branch. 

In  the  present  wave  of  industrial  unrest,  the  Party  has  been 
foremost  in  advocating  common  action  in  the  fight  for  immediate 
improvement  for  the  trade  unionists.  The  work  of  the  Central 
Industrial  Department  and  the  regular  consultations  between  lead¬ 
ing  comrades  in  the  various  trade  unions  has  placed  the  Party  in  a 
position  to  put  forward  proposals  that  have  direct  relation  to  the 
actual  situation  and  its  possibilities. 

URBAN,  BOROUGH  AND  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ELECTIONS 

The  old  attitude  of  aloofness  towards  local  and  county  govern¬ 
ment  politics  is  being  slowly  broken  down.  There  is  now  a  more 
responsible  recognition  of  the  great  services  that  can  be  rendered  to 
the  workers  by  Communist  representation  on  these  Councils.  The 
Party  has  54  members  on  Urban  and  County  Councils.  They  are 
all  comrades  who  do  everything  in  their  power  to  serve  the  people 
they  represent. 

The  areas  where  our  comrades  serve  as  Councillors  are  South 
Wales,  Fife,  Vale  of  Leven,  Clydebank,  North  Staffs  and  North¬ 
umberland  and  Durham. 

Greater  efforts  are,  however,  needed  to  secure  a  much  larger 
representation,  and  the  Party  must  work  much  harder  to  help  our 
comrades.  We  continually  discuss  trade  union  and  peace  problems 
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for  example,  but  we  very  rarely  give  serious  attention  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  local  government. 

A  national  conference  of  our  Councillors  was  recently  held 
which  served  as  a  very  useful  experience  in  assisting  both  the 
Centre  and  the  comrades  themselves,  and  in  enabling  more  effec¬ 
tive  means  to  be  developed  whereby  all  the  Communist  Councillors 
could  be  kept  in  touch  with  each  other,  so  that  by  an  interchange 
of  experiences  their  work  could  be  improved.  Mention  must  be 
made  here  of  the  splendid  campaign  conducted  by  the  London 
District  of  the  Communist  Party  in  connection  with  the  recent 
London  County  Council  elections.  This  campaign  both  in  its  politi¬ 
cal  content,  its  literature  and  posters  and  the  arduous  work  of  the 
London  comrades  was  a  model  for  the  whole  Party. 

ANTI-IMPERIALIST  PROPAGANDA 

The  Thirteenth  Congress  of  the  Party  adopted  a  resolution  on 
the  Colonial  question,  and  indicated  the  following  task  that  must 
guide  the  Party  in  its  work  of  helping  the  struggles  of  the  Colonial 
peoples  against  British  imperialism : — 

“  Continuous  assistance,  both  on  the  ideological  and  practical  plane, 
to  all  brother  Parties  in  the  Colonies  and  Dominions;  where  no  Party 
exists  as  yet  in  a  Colony,  it  shall  be  the  particular  task  of  the  Central 
Committee  to  pay  especial  attention  to  drawing  together  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  elements  already  existing  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  formation 
of  a  Party.” 

We  recognise  that  insufficient  has  been  done  by  our  Party  to 
fully  realise  this  directive  in  action,  but  serious  efforts  have  been 
made  to  improve  the  work  of  the  Party,  and  to  maintain  close  con¬ 
nections  with  our  brother  Parties  in  the  Colonies  and  Dominions. 

Through  meetings,  conferences  and  articles  in  the  Daily 
Worker,  Labour  Monthly,  lnprecorr,  Communist  International 
Magazine,  questions  in  Parliament,  and  special  pamphlets 
and  information,  suggestions  and  immediate  policies  have  been 
outlined  in  relation  to  the  political  situation  that  has  developed  from 
time  to  time. 

In  this  way  the  attention  of  the  British  workers  has  been  drawn 
to  the  events  in  Palestine,  Egypt,  India,  South  Africa,  Kenya  and 
Iraq. 

PALESTINE 

In  connection  with  Palestine,  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Party  issued  a  statement  (published  in  the  Daily  Worker  on 
June  io)  which  gave  the  lead  to  all  Jewish  and  non- Jewish  workers. 
This  statement  dealt  with  the  methods  of  divide  and  rule  employed 
by  British  imperialism  in  Palestine;  the  role  of  Zionism  and  the 
deception  of  the  Jewish  people — making  it  clear  that  the  struggle 
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in  Palestine  was  for  the  maintenance  of  British  supremacy  because 
of  the  importance  of  Palestine  as  a  strategic  point  for  the  defence  of 
imperialist  interests — and  called  for  the  unity  of  Arab  and  Jewish 
workers  as  the  only  way  of  achieving  a  free  and  liberated  Palestine. 

Among  many  Party  members  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  appreciating  the  issues  involved,  and  considerable  discussion  took 
place  in  the  Party  and  Party  organs  on  the  question  of  whether  it 
was  correct  to  oppose  the  policy  of  Zionism  and  the  National  Home 
for  the  Jews  in  Palestine. 

The  Daily  Worker  devoted  considerable  space  to  explaining 
the  situation  in  Palestine. 

Special  speakers’  notes  were  issued,  and  the  Manchester  District 
of  the  Party  issued  a  Palestine  Special.  A  series  of  meetings  were 
held  on  the  question  of  Palestine,  and  Comrade  Gallacher  asked  a 
number  of  questions  in  the  House  which  were  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  people  of  Palestine  as  shown  by  the  letters  and  telegrams  he 
received.  It  is  true  to  say  that  the  representative  of  the  Communist 
Party  in  Parliament  alone  championed  the  cause  of  the  Arab  and 
Jewish  workers. 

REDIVISION  OF  THE  COLONIES 

Inside  the  Peace  Movement  and  the  Labour  Party,  the  proposi¬ 
tion  to  extend  the  mandate  system  is  put  forward  as  a  possible 
means  of  preventing  war.  It  is  necessary  for  us  to  combat  more 
vigorously  the  illusion  that  war  can  be  prevented  either  by  handing 
back  to  Germany  her  former  colonies,  extending  the  mandatory 
system  of  colonial  rule,  or  even  the  “  Open  Door.”  The  Com¬ 
munist  Party  stands  not  for  the  redivision  of  colonies,  but  for  their 
complete  liberation  from  imperialist  exploitation. 

INDIA 

The  Party  carried  out  a  consistent  campaign  against  the  India 
Bill,  rightly  described  as  “  The  Slave  Constitution.”  It  gave  its  full 
support  to  every  struggle  of  the  Indian  people  both  in  strikes,  the 
so-called  “  general  election,”  and  in  the  development  of  the  mass 
movement  within  the  National  Congress.  It  has  centred  all  this 
work  round  the  following  demands  : 

Freedom  of  speech,  press  and  organisation. 

Release  of  all  political  prisoners. 

Solidarity  in  the  struggle  for  immediate  demands. 

Recognition  of  the  plebiscite  of  the  Indian  people  with  its  over¬ 
whelming  rejection  of  the  New  Constitution. 

National  Council  of  Labour  to  actively  assist  the  Indian  National 
Congress  in  its  struggle. 

The  right  of  Indian  people  to  be  the  arbiters  of  their  own  destinies. 
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The  League  Against  Imperialism  has  done  a  tremendous 
amount  of  work  in  connection  with  the  many  questions  of  colonial 
struggle,  during  its  period  of  existence,  but  the  weakness  here  lies  in 
the  fact  that  the  League  Against  Imperialism  had  no  mass  basis,  and 
with  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Communist  Party  and  the  unity  move¬ 
ment  in  this  country,  it  is  now  essential  that  the  Party  should  take 
up  these  issues  directly. 

Our  present  Congress  must  give  close  attention  to  improving 
the  work  of  the  Party  against  imperialism  and  obtaining  closer  con¬ 
nections  with  our  brother  Parties  in  the  Dominions  and  the  Colonial 
countries. 

THE  DAILY  WORKER 

Immediately  after  the  Thirteenth  Congress,  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  had  a  serious  discussion  on  the  Daily  Worker.  They  were 
anxious  to  remove  the  last  remnants  of  sectarianism,  and  to  make 
the  paper  the  daily  leader  of  every  militant  working  man  and 
woman  in  the  country — a  popular  fighting  paper,  dealing  with  every 
matter  of  interest  to  the  workers.  We  believe  that  very  big  improve¬ 
ments  have  taken  place  and  that  to-day  the  Daily  Worker  is  known 
and  respected  throughout  the  whole  Labour  Movement  by  all  who 
care  for  working-class  journalism  and  politics. 

On  every  industrial  and  political  issue  that  has  arisen  the  Daily 
Worker  has  given  information  providing  facts  and  arguments  to 
guide  actions.  Its  special  correspondents  have  gone  immediately 
wherever  the  situation  required  someone  right  on  the  spot.  Who 
can  forget  Frank  Pitcairn’s  exposure  of  the  Gresford  disaster?  And 
now  his  writing  from  Spain  is  famous  throughout  the  working-class 
movement.  And  again  Walter  Holmes’  vivid  despatches  from 
Abyssinia,  where  he  was  the  only  journalist  who  went  right  through 
the  war? 

Our  special  correspondents  have  marched  with  the  unemployed 
on  every  national  march  to  London.  In  strikes  and  lock-outs  they 
have  been  right  in  the  heart  of  these  struggles.  Ernie  Woolley  and 
now  Ben  Francis  have  sent  our  paper  the  most  accurate  and 
authentic  information  about  every  phase  of  life  and  movement  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  Daily  Worker’s  exposure  of  the  rotten  creed 
of  Trotskyism — its  report  on  the  trials  of  the  enemies  of  the  Soviet 
Union — have  all  played  their  part  not  only  in  political  education  and 
explanation,  but  in  helping  the  British  workers  to  be  on  their  guard 
against  those  who  either  openly  or  concealed  play  the  part  of  the 
Trotskyist  gang  in  the  British  Labour  Movement. 

All  this  goes  to  illustrate  the  influence  of  the  Daily  Worker  and 
its  potentialities.  We  must  cease  to  underestimate  the  paper’s 
powers,  especially  in  view  of  the  campaign  for  increased  circulation 
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iww  proceeding.  There  is  no  reason  at  all  why  we  should  not  reach 
a  100,000  daily  circulation  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

BUILDING  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  doubling  of  the  Party 
membership  since  the  Thirteenth  Congress.  Amongst  the  new 
recruits,  many  have  considerably  added  to  the  influence  and  prestige 
of  the  Party  by  their  high  standing  in  the  local  Labour  Movement. 
In  addition,  many  students  and  people  connected  with  the  profes¬ 
sions  have  joined  us,  believing  that  only  through  the  advancement 
of  the  aims  of  the  Communist  Party  can  they  help  towards  the 
development  of  the  new  Socialist  society. 

The  Party  can  now  number  among  its  active  members  men  and 
women  from  all  walks  of  life — men  and  women  whose  sterling 
work  in  the  factory  and  branch,  in  the  street,  in  professional 
organisations,  whose  talent  in  writing,  film  production,  the  theatre, 
have  considerably  strengthened  every  aspect  of  Party  work  and 
propaganda,  and  drawn  to  the  Party  either  new  members  or  close 
sympathisers  in  a  way  that  we  have  never  experienced  before. 

The  membership  of  the  Party  at  the  time  of  the  Thirteenth 
Congress  was  6,500.  There  was  a  big  influx  of  new  members  during 
the  struggle  against  the  U.A.B.  Regulations,  but  owing  to  the  lax 
methods  of  many  of  our  Branches  in  regard  to  retaining  new 
members,  many  who  joined  were  allowed  to  lapse. 

The  present  membership  is  12,250,  the  great  majority  of  whom 
are  members  of  the  trade  unions,  co-operatives  and  professional 
organisations.  The  proportion  of  unemployed  is  very  small. 

The  Fourteenth  Congress  will  give  special  attention  to  the  whole 
question  of  further  recruiting  for  the  Party,  for  all  experience  goes 
to  prove  that  if  a  serious  sustained  effort  is  made,  we  can  double  the 
existing  membership  before  the  end  of  1937.  Thousands  of  new 
members  can  be  won  if  our  Party  members  really  make  the  effort, 
especially  the  comrades  who  have  influence  in  the  factories  and  trade 
unions. 

PROPAGANDA 

Since  our  last  Congress  we  have  carried  out  propaganda  on  a 
steadily  increasing  scale,  and  our  new  methods  have  brought  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  working  class  and  middle  classes  into  touch  with 
the  living  realities  of  the  political  situation.  We  have  succeeded  in 
gready  simplifying  the  language  and  form  of  approach  in  both  our 
written  and  spoken  propaganda,  and  in  keeping  it  closely  related  to 
current  events,  to  the  special  needs  of  sections  of  workers,  and  to  the 
interests  of  special  areas. 

As  a  result,  we  are  able  to  record  a  sale  of  over  a  million  copies 
of  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Party,  while  Party  organisations  have 
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also  sold  a  further  400,000  copies  of  pamphlets  and  special  publica¬ 
tions  issued  by  other  bodies. 

The  technical  production  of  our  pamphlets,  with  the  use  of 
photography  and  colour,  has  aroused  favourable  comment  in  many 
quarters,  and  has  undoubtedly  helped  to  achieve  the  wide  circulation 
which  far  outdistances  the  pamphlets  issued  by  any  other  working- 
class  organisation  in  Britain. 

Sales  of  pamphlets  on  Spain  have  exceeded  320,000  (the  first 
pamphlet  on  Spain,  issued  immediately  after  the  Fascist  rebellion  in 
July,  1936,  reached  the  record  sale  of  131,000). 

Sales  of  Peace  pamphlets,  including  the  eight  pamphlets  of  the 
Peace  Library,  totalled  223,000;  pamphlets  on  the  policy  and  work 
of  the  Communist  Party,  143,000,  including  60,000  of  “  For  a  Soviet 
Britain,”  the  statement  of  our  aims  adopted  by  our  last  Congress. 
Eighty  thousand  pamphlets  on  the  issue  of  working-class  unity  have 
also  been  sold,  although  this  naturally  is  a  theme  which  finds 
expression  in  all  our  publications. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  pamphlets  appealing  particularly  to  special 
sections  of  workers  have  been  sold,  including  Mining  (60,000), 
Engineering,  Aircraft,  Shipping,  Cotton,  Railways,  Road  Transport, 
Building  and  Shop  Assistants.  Twelve  thousand  copies  of  pamplets 
of  special  interest  to  Co-operators  have  also  been  sold. 

A  further  new  development  has  been  the  pamphlets  dealing 
with  special  areas,  published  by  our  district  organisations. 

In  South  Wales,  20,000  copies  of  the  pamphlet  “  The  People 
Can  Save  South  Wales”;  5,000  copies  of  “South  Wales  in  the 
March  of  History  ”  have  been  sold;  “  The  Rhondda  Vanguard  ”  is 
issued  monthly  and  has  a  regular  sale  of  4,500. 

In  Glasgow  a  number  of  pamphlets  have  been  produced  : 
“  Socialism  and  Peace,”  5,000  copies;  “  Cunarder  Special,”  15,000 
copies;  “Queen  Mary  Special,”  7,500  copies;  “Jubilee  Special,” 
18,000  copies;  “  A  Brighter  and  Better  Glasgow,”  3,600  copies  have 
been  sold  of  these  pamphlets. 

In  London,  20,000  copies  of  “  New  London,”  and  50,000  copies 
of  a  special  illustrated  paper  for  the  L.C.C.  elections  were  sold;  also 
20,000  copies  of  “  The  London  Transport  Scandal.” 

In  Lancashire  10,000  copies  of  “  What’s  Wrong  with  Lan¬ 
cashire?  ”  and  5,000  copies  of  “  This  Our  City  ”  (Manchester)  have 
been  sold,  besides  4,000  copies  of  “  Communism  and  Cotton.” 

A  great  advance  has  also  been  made  in  the  use  of  leaflets  at 
moments  of  political  crisis.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  rousing 
of  the  British  movement  on  the  issue  of  Spain  was  materially  helped, 
in  addition  to  the  sale  of  pamphlets  already  mentioned,  by  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  some  six  and  a  half  million  leaflets.  A  notable  feature 
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was  the  orders  received  from  Labour  Party,  Co-operative,  Peace 
and  other  organisations;  in  the  case  of  the  striking  leaflet  on  the 
Fascist  bombing  of  children  at  Getafe,  such  orders  made  reprints  of 
320,000  necessary,  after  a  first  distribution  of  half  a  million.  It 
should  be  made  clear  that,  apart  from  these  leaflets  issued  by  our 
central  organisation,  many  millions  have  been  issued  by  our  district 
and  local  organisations. 

We  have  made  some  progress  in  developing  other  forms  of 
propaganda,  including  films  (“  The  Defence  of  Madrid  ”  film  has 
been  shown  in  over  400  centres,  in  most  cases  by  our  Party  organisa¬ 
tions  or  through  their  initiative),  the  theatre,  music  and  art.  These 
fields  have  been  relatively  neglected  by  the  British  working-class 
movement  as  a  whole,  but  our  Party,  with  the  help  of  wide  groups, 
both  professional  and  amateur,  inside  and  outside  its  own  ranks,  has 
broken  new  ground  and  is  rapidly  extending  this  sphere  of  work. 
The  “  Pageant  of  History  ”  organised  by  our  London  District  in 
September  of  last  year  created  a  profound  impression  on  the  public 
and  press;  we  must  also  mention  the  similar  pageant  in  Sheffield 
and  the  Rhondda  and  the  First  of  May  demonstrations  in  London 
and  other  towns,  which  have  used  banners,  decorations  and  tableaux 
on  a  scale  never  known  before  in  Britain. 

The  backwardness  of  its  theoretical  understanding  of  the  class 
struggle  has  always  been  a  feature  of  the  British  working-class  move¬ 
ment.  The  Communist  Party  realises  that  one  of  its  greatest 
responsibilities  is  to  raise  the  theoretical  level  of  its  own  members, 
and  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  Marxism  and  Leninism  through  the 
whole  movement.  Within  the  last  year  a  considerable  advance  has 
been  made  in  this  field,  and  Party  training  courses  and  lectures 
organised  by  the  Party  have  been  opened  to  members  of  other 
bodies.  A  special  new  feature  has  been  the  organisation,  during 
recent  months,  of  courses  of  public  lectures  on  the  Theoretical  Basis 
of  Communism.  These  mass  lectures  have  been  held  so  far  at  21 
important  centres,  the  average  attendance  in  Glasgow  and  London 
being  over  1,500  and  up  to  500  in  other  towns.  Preparations  are  in 
hand  for  an  even  bigger  campaign  of  mass  lectures  on  Communist 
Theory  during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter,  so  that  tens  of 
thousands  of  workers  will  be  able  to  learn  the  principles  of  Marxism 
and  Leninism. 

The  political  education  which  is  an  essential  part  of  member¬ 
ship  of  our  Party  has  enabled  us  to  bring  forward  hundreds  of  new 
active  workers,  speakers  and  lecturers,  who  are  playing  an 
increasingly  important  part  in  the  whole  Labour  Movement.  In 
London  alone  over  a  hundred  new  speakers  have  been  trained  in  the 
last  three  months. 
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The  sale  of  publications  which  our  Party  achieves  not  only  covers 
their  costs,  but  contributes  to  our  general  expenses.  Many  of  the 
courses  of  lectures  have  brought  in  substantial  net  revenue,  while  the 
collections  at  our  meetings,  the  donations  from  organisations  and 
individuals  to  cover  the  costs  of  our  leaflets  and  posters  and  loud¬ 
speaker  vans,  and  above  all,  the  voluntary  services  rendered  by  large 
numbers  of  people  who  have  no  personal  motive  in  their  political 
activities,  provide  the  basis  for  the  Party’s  continuous  and  effective 
propaganda,  of  which  the  whole  Labour  Movement  has  every  reason 
to  be  proud. 

The  experience  we  have  gained  since  our  last  Congress  in 
developing  new  forms  and  fields  of  propaganda,  and  the  increasing 
interest  and  support  given  by  thousands  outside  our  own  ranks,  will 
enable  us  to  develop  this  work.  It  serves  no  narrow  interests,  but 
the  interests  of  the  whole  working  class  and  of  all  those  who  hate 
Fascism  and  war  and  are  striving  towards  the  goal  of  Socialism. 

WEAKNESSES  IN  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PARTY 

The  Fourteenth  Congress  of  the  Party  will  have  to  take  note  that 
in  spite  of  the  successes  of  the  Party  there  are  also  weaknesses  which 
have  still  to  be  overcome. 

The  most  serious  is  that  of  the  slow  growth  in  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  Party  at  a  time  when  its  influence  is  greater  than  at 
any  time  in  the  history  of  the  Party. 

Although  the  Thirteenth  Congress  laid  great  stress  upon  this 
question,  it  must  be  said  that  the  majority  of  the  new  members  we 
have  made  have  had  to  find  their  way  to  the  Party  and  have  not 
been  consciously  recruited  to  the  Party  by  the  sustained  efforts  of  our 
own  members. 

The  main  cause  of  this  attitude  towards  recruiting  for  the  Party 
is  that  it  is  not  yet  sufficiently  realised  by  every  Party  member  and 
organisation  that  the  building  up  of  a  mass  Communist  Party  is 
vital  to  any  future  advance  of  the  whole  working-class  movement. 

Two  outstanding  weaknesses  in  the  internal  life  of  the  Party  are 
lack  of  attention  and  training  of  new  leading  comrades,  and  in¬ 
sufficient  Party  education  and  training.  Both  are  bound  up  with 
each  other.  We  do  not  diligently  look  out  for  and  encourage  new 
local,  district  and  national  leaders.  There  is  a  reluctance  to  promote 
new  comrades  to  leading  positions,  just  because  they  are  new. 

It  is  not  enough  to  be  satisfied  with  new  members  joining  the 
Party.  We  have  not  only  to  welcome  them,  make  them  feel  glad 
they  joined,  but  also  ensure  that  by  Party  education  they  become 
fully  equipped  in  factory,  trade  union  branch,  co-operative  guild, 
etc.,  to  explain  clearly  our  policy  on  all  the  immediate  and 
fundamental  issues  to  all  the  workers  they  come  in  contact  with. 
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THE  PARTY  AND  THE  COUNTRYSIDE 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  significant  increase  in  Party  influence 
has  taken  place  in  districts  closely  connected  with  the  agricultural 
areas.  But  our  comrades  receive  little  guidance  and  regular  support 
in  the  difficult  circumstances  under  which  they  have  to  work. 

Our  comrades  in  the  Eastern  Counties  specially  have  made  great 
efforts  to  spread  our  propaganda  and  policy  throughout  this  area. 
They  have  held  meetings,  recruited  new  members,  issued  a  Party 
bulletin,  and  supported  that  excellent  paper  the  Country  Standard, 
which  is  proving  an  effective  link  between  the  various  agricultural 
areas.  It  gives  a  militant  lead  on  all  the  immediate  issues  and 
problems  that  are  the  special  concern  of  workers  and  small  farmers. 

The  14th  Congress  must  insist  on  the  Party  recognising  its  duty 
to  the  workers  in  the  countryside,  and  give  greater  support  to  all  the 
comrades  working  in  these  areas. 

THE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT 

During  the  course  of  the  past  year,  many  big  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  activity  and  organisation  of  the  Young  Communist 
League.  Membership  has  more  than  doubled.  Mass  popular 
branches  have  been  built  in  many  areas,  containing  the  best  types  of 
young  people  and  conducting  many  social  and  cultural  activities,  in 
addition  to  political  work.  This  thoroughly  welcome  change  was 
particularly  shown  in  the  four  mass  rallies  which  have  just  been 
carried  out  by  the  Young  Communist  League.  These  rallies  were 
noteworthy  as  something  entirely  new  in  the  British  Labour  Move¬ 
ment.  There  was  only  one  speaker,  giving  a  short  address  of 
30  minutes,  and  many  bright  new  features  of  bands,  recitations, 
gymnastics,  etc.,  were  introduced  into  these  rallies,  which  marked 
a  definite  break  with  the  sectarianism  of  the  past.  The  London  rally 
recruited  164  new  members.  Glasgow  obtained  70,  Edinburgh  36, 
and  Manchester  55. 

As  a  result  of  all  this  work  and  the  fine  political  campaigns 
carried  out  by  the  Y.C.L.,  such  as  the  Foodship,  the  Factory  Bill, 
etc.,  and  the  unity  amongst  the  youth  forces  which  has  grown  in 
the  course  of  this  work,  a  completely  new  perspective  is  held  out  for 
the  Youth  Movement.  The  perspective  is  one  of  the  Young  Com¬ 
munist  League  being  rapidly  transformed  into  an  organisation  which 
will  cease  to  be  the  youth  organisation  of  the  Communist  Party  only, 
and  will  help  the  development  towards  a  mass  united  youth 
organisation. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  whole  Unity  Campaign  has 
been  the  attendance  of  youth  at  the  various  rallies,  and  this  new 
perspective  of  the  Young  Communist  League  is  a  big  effort  to 
organise  into  the  new  type  of  youth  organisation  the  mass  of  youth 


20 


.  . 


. 


. 


' 


.no' ' 


"  ...  -  ’•  Ho  y'  ■ 

■ 


at  present  being  attracted  to  the  Unity  Campaign  of  the  Labour 
Movement. 

All  these  significant  new  developments  present  the  Communist 
Party  with  a  series  of  problems.  We  must  note  that  much  could  be 
learnt  for  the  work  of  the  Party  in  the  new  methods  and  initiative 
shown  by  the  Young  Communist  League.  The  Party  has  the 
responsibility  of  helping  the  Youth  Movement  in  avoiding  the  pos¬ 
sible  error  of  this  new  mass  movement  of  youth  arriving  at  a 
position  in  which  it  is  non-political,  as  a  result  of  the  very  broadness 
and  scope  of  its  work.  The  Communist  Party  therefore  must  end  the 
position  in  which  it  looks  upon  Youth  work  as  either  something 
which  is  a  side  issue  of  little  consequence,  or  something  which  is 
relegated  entirely  to  the  comrades  of  the  Y.C.L. 

Never  did  a  more  glorious  opportunity  face  the  Party  for  win¬ 
ning  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  youth  to  working-class  struggle. 
The  basis  has  been  laid.  Now  what  is  needed  is  the  extension  of 
the  whole  activity. 

We  hope  the  Party  will  approach  this  task  in  the  light  of  the 
brilliant  future  which  now  rises  before  the  Youth  Movement  of 
Britain. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT 

Since  the  decision  of  the  Central  Committee  to  draw  special 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  improved  work  in  the  Co-operatives 
and  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bureau  towards  this  end,  the 
prestige  of  the  Party  immediately  increased  within  the  Co-operative 
Movement  and,  following  upon  the  production  of  the  pamphlet 
clarifying  the  Party’s  viewpoint  as  to  the  role  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement,  this  prestige  has  been  greatly  enhanced.  This  may  be 
endorsed  by  the  fact  that  the  general  Party  line  relating  to  other 
questions  is  being  well  received  by  Co-operators  and  is  being 
accepted  by  their  speakers. 

Our  Party,  in  making  an  estimation  of  the  present  position  of 
the  Co-operative  Party,  put  forward,  as  a  means  of  growth  and 
development  of  that  party,  the  proposal  for  its  affiliation  to  the 
Labour  Party.  This  proposal  received  good  support  and  has  laid  the 
basis  upon  which  members  of  the  Co-operative  will  work. 

Many  Party  members  have  been  elected  to  positions  upon 
Management  Boards  and  Education  Committees  of  the  retail 
societies,  as  well  as  in  the  Guild  organisations. 

Our  Party  was  responsible  for  the  initiation  of  the  campaign 
within  the  Co-operative  Movement  on  behalf  of  the  Spanish 
workers.  As  a  result  of  this  drive,  the  British  Co-operative  Move¬ 
ment  has  made  a  huge  response  to  the  International  Co-operative 
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Fund  and,  in  addition,  pound  weeks,  dividend  contributions  and  a 
host  of  similar  activities  have  been  carried  out  for  the  Spanish 
Medical  Aid  and  other  funds.  The  Party’s  own  Spanish  Fund  has 
also  been  well  responded  to  by  Co-operative  organisations. 

WORK  AMONGST  WOMEN 

So  far  as  organised  work  amongst  women  is  concerned,  it  has  to 
be  recorded  that  it  is  completely  neglected  by  the  whole  Party.  The 
few  Party  women  comrades  that  take  a  real  interest  in  this  important 
phase  of  work  are  left  on  their  own,  without  any  support  from  the 
Central  Committee  or  local  and  district  organisations  of  the  Party. 
Yet  nowhere  is  there  such  ferment  going  on  as  amongst  the  women 
in  industry,  in  the  Co-operative  Guilds,  and  in  the  women’s  sections 
of  the  Labour  Party.  So  far  as  the  fight  against  Fascism  and  war 
is  concerned,  no  section  of  the  population  is  so  closely  concerned,  or 
so  willing  to  fight  against  this  twin  menace,  as  the  women  of  the 
country.  At  the  Fourteenth  Congress  there  must  be  a  complete 
change  in  the  Party  attitude  towards  this  vital  question,  and  the 
work  must  be  so  organised  that  these  new  powerful  allies  can  be  won 
for  common  struggle  as  part  of  the  organised  Labour  Movement. 

THE  SEVENTH  CONGRESS  OF  THE  COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL 

The  historical  Seventh  Congress  of  the  Communist  Inter¬ 
national  held  in  July,  1935,  has  played  the  decisive  role  in  the 
developments  that  have  been  recorded  in  this  report.  The  Delega¬ 
tion  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain  received  great 
stimulus  and  help  from  all  the  discussions  and  decisions  of  the 
Congress,  and  it  played  its  part  in  the  character  of  the  collective 
work  carried  out  by  the  delegation.  The  report  of  Comrade 
Dimitrov  acted  as  a  great  spur  towards  the  broadening  out  of  every 
phase  of  our  Party  work,  and  gave  increased  confidence  to  all  of  us 
that  the  united  front  can  be  established,  that  Fascism  and  war  can 
be  stemmed,  that  improvements  can  be  won  for  the  working  class, 
and  that  through  this  the  Communist  Party  can  be  enormously 
strengthened  so  that  the  whole  line  of  fight  and  activity  is  carried 
out  in  a  more  effective  manner  than  ever  before. 

The  speeches  of  the  leading  comrades  of  the  Communist  Inter¬ 
national,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Seventh  Congress, 
received  a  wide  circulation,  and  the  many  district  conferences  and 
meetings  that  were  held  to  explain  the  line  of  the  Seventh  Congress 
have  undoubtedly  helped  the  whole  active  section  of  the  Labour 
Movement  to  a  better  appreciation  of  the  policy  of  the  Communist 
International  and  the  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain  than  has 
been  achieved  before.  The  results  can  be  seen  in  this  report. 
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CONCLUSION 

The  Central  Committee,  in  presenting  this  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Communist  Party,  in  no  way  underestimates  the  weaknesses 
that  still  face  it.  Nor  does  it  wish  to  gloss  over  the  responsibility  of 
the  Communist  Party  for  what  takes  place  in  Britain.  We  ask  that 
the  branches  of  the  Party  and  the  Congress  delegates,  in  studying 
this  report  and  in  making  their  comments  upon  it,  shall  be  guided 
by  the  following  considerations  :  The  great  responsibility  of  the 
Communist  Party  at  the  present  time;  the  realisation  that  inter¬ 
national  unity  is  not  yet  a  fact  because  of  the  lack  of  working-class 
unity  in  Britain;  the  recognition  that  a  mighty  change  would  take 
place  in  the  international  situation  if  unity  were  to  be  established  in 
Britain;  the  fact  that  new  united  forces  that  would  be  developed 
would  give  us  the  prospect  of  great  victories  not  only  for  the  workers 
of  Britain,  but  for  the  workers  of  the  whole  world.  Therefore  it  is 
urgently  necessary  that  every  Party  member  should  work  in  the 
light  of  this  understanding,  that  our  Fourteenth  Congress  should 
be  inspired  by  one  single  thought,  that  by  our  personal  work, 
example  and  deep  sense  of  responsibility,  we  should  fulfil  our 
obligations  to  the  working  class  at  home  and  abroad. 

This  will  demand  from  every  one  of  us  more  devotion  to  the 
cause  to  which  we  have  pledged  ourselves,  and  greater  pride  in  our 
work  of  building  up  the  Communist  Party  so  that  the  more  powerful 
it  becomes,  organising  as  it  does  the  very  flower  of  the  working-class 
movement,  the  more  we  can  develop  that  mighty  force  which  will 
sweep  away  existing  obstacles  to  unity,  and  transform  the  Labour 
Party  into  the  body  that  unites  every  political  and  industrial 
organisation  in  the  working-class  movement. 


Printed  by  the  Marston  Printing  Co.  ( T.U .  throughout ),  Nelson  Place,  Cayton  Street, 
London,  E.C.i. 
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KILLED 

during  October  and  November 

Felicia  Brown  Party 

E.  T.  Gough  ,, 

H.  F.  Jones  ,, 

E.  Julius  ,, 

J.  McLaurin  ,, 

J.  E.  Stevens  ,, 

L.  Symes  ,, 

S.  J.  Yates  ,, 


Reported ,  after  action  in  November 

Henry  Addley  Party 

Cecil  Avner  Y.C.L. 

Lorimer  Birch  Party 

Ray  Cox  „ 

Arnold  Jeans  „ 

William  Gough  ,, 

Martin  Messer  ,, 


Reported ,  after  action  at  Cordova  in  December 
and  in  January 

D.  Boyle 

Dennis  Cody  ( Irish ) 

John  Cornford  Party 

F.  Conroy  ( Irish ) 

R.  Coutts 


Ralph  Fox 

Party 

James  Hyndman 

)> 

James  Kirmode 

yy 

James  Knottman 

James  Meehans 

Arthur  Newsome 

Party 

George  Palmer 

Harry  Raws  on 

Nicl [  Segal 

Party 

Reported ,  after  the  Defence  of  the  Valencia 
Road  during  February 


J.  At\inson 

Party 

W.  Ball 
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A.  Bonar 

R.  Bridges 

W.  Bris\y 

Party 

G.  Bright 

,, 

R.  Bee  dies 

T.  Brannan 

Party 

A.  Craig 

,, 

G.  Craig 

Kit  Conway  (Irish) 

Party 

J.  Cassidy 

G.  Campeau 

Party 

Pat  Charlton 

T.  J.  Carter 

Party 

J .  Campbell 
—  Cohen 

W .  Crawford 

A.  Davie 

M.  Davidovitch 

Y.C.L. 

J.  Dogert 

Jno.  Dolan 

Thos.  Dolan 

Party 

Jim  Foley 

J.  Gilmour 

Party 

A.  Gold 

Y.C.L. 

H.  Go  mm 

Mar\  Gura 

Party 

D.  Hollar  an 

R.  M.  Hilliard 

Wilf.  Jobling 

Party 

A.  Leppard 

Y.C.L. 

R.  K.  Lomax 
Jas.  Lyons 
R.  Mason 
E.  McGuire 


Y.C.L. 


A.  Muir 
F.  Newbury 
J.  Newman 
F.  Norton 
J.  D.  Owens 
J.  Palzeard 

E.  Paul  Party 

M.  Quinlan  ( Irish ) 

Jas.  Rae 

F.  H.  Robertson 

W.  D.  Rowney  Party 

N.  Steigman 
Shields 

C.  Simmons 

D.  Smith 

C.  S.  Sprigg  Party 

Ken  Stalker  ,, 

F.  Selligman  (F.  Neary) 

J.  Tadden 
J.  Taylor 
A.  Tinga 


H.  A.  Ver stage 
J.  War\ 

W.  A.  Webb 
A.  Yates 


Y.C.L. 


Party 


Reported ,  since 


C.  Avgherinos 
Clem  Beckett 
B.  Bolger 

J.  Connelly 
J.  Douglas 
Wm.  Fox 

D.  Grossart 
J.  Harris 

A.  Katsaronas 
J.  McLanders 
J.  Ric\man 


Sec.  Rutherglen  Lab.  Pty. 


Party 

Party 


Party 
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